



Rev Barry King and Rev Sandi King of the PEI Interfaith Ministry and the Open International Interfaith Ministry have been committed to promoting an inclusive spiritual environment where loving couples are able to share and celebrate their commitment of love to each other without fear. The believe that any loving couple no matter what their sexual orientation should have the same right to have their commitment to their partner recognized by both the state and our spiritual communities. 

Both Revs Barry & Sandi had provided same-sex couples with the opportunity to have a spiritual union ceremony for many years but on August 19, 2005, Rev. Barry had the pleasure of conducting the first same-sex marriage recognized by the Province of Prince Edward Island, Canada. Let us look toward the day when two people, regardless of gender, can stand in the presence of whatever spiritual authority is meaningful to them, surrounded by the loving support of family and friends and have their marriage be regarded not as front page news, but rather a simple love story.



“The Mismeasure of People”
by Rev. Barry King, Ph.D. 


Many years ago, I read a book called “The Mismeasure of Man.” It was a fascinating and, actually, a disturbing book which explored the many measures that society (people) have chosen to use to judge people over the centuries. It discussed the flawed work of scientists and religious leaders who struggled to validate the measures they were using to place whole groups of people in categories for judgement. Some of the complicated measures used included facial features, distance between the eyes, bumps on the head, colour of the skin or hair, place of birth, etc. You get the picture. These measures were fabricated and given validation to help people be comfortable with their prejudice and intolerance of differences. There had to be conformity and people had to work within their own social strata. To deviate from this accepted view would destroy society and create chaos or so it was believed.   

These “mismeasures” were grounded in people’s fears of the unknown or their need to be better than some other group of people. One of the most obvious measures was race and scientists grounded in the need to validate their perspective could “scientifically” prove that their were greater and lesser races. Their race, of course, being the greater race. 

These “mismeasures” were also reinforced by religious leaders who reflected back to the people the prejudice and intolerance generated. They also placed a new layer of fear and separation on the people. Not only were there greater and lesser races but there were also greater and lesser ways to understand God. Those lesser races and lesser people were never going to make it to heaven and would burn in eternal hellfire.

The disturbing thing about the book is not that these “mismeasures”  happened. The disturbing thing is that they are still happening and that some of the same “mismeasures” are being used today to reinforce prejudice and intolerance. The disturbing thing is that people are still reacting from their fear of what they do not understand and looking for a world were there are no differences. The disturbing thing is that in a world which has information readily accessible about other peoples and ways, that we still live in ignorance. 

I know a loving couple who have been together for many years. This couple suffers daily from one of the “mismeasures” that people use to judge people. This couple is afraid to be seen together as a couple. They are afraid of what the neigbours will think and how they will react to them. They are afraid to tell their families and worry about the stigma if their secret were found out. They live in fear, because they love each other. They are good people. They are loving people. They are your neighbours,  your brothers,  yours sisters, your friends, your daughters and your sons. 

This couple I am describing 40 years ago may have been a Protestant and a Catholic. This couple 30 years ago may have been a black and a white couple or from 2 different races or nationalities. This couple 15 years ago may have been multi-faith from two different traditions. This couple 5 years ago may have 20 years in age between them. Today this couple is a same-sex couple who wish to celebrate their love for each other in a free and loving society. 

There has been much talk in the recent media about same-sex couples and same-sex marriages. I have heard many “mismeasures” used to validate the prejudice and intolerance some people feel. I have heard it said that “if same-sex marriages are legalized, it will destroy the social fabric and bring about the destruction of the family.” Loving people, no matter what race, shape, size, colour, religion, or sexual orientation will never be responsible for the destruction of what is good about our social fabric and families. We can only hope that they will be responsible for the destruction of what is not good, and not loving.    

In Spirit, we are not male or female. Those researching reincarnation tell us that in some lives we chose to be male, and in others we chose to be female. Given this and the great deal of evidence from Spirit that we are all God’s children and are here in this life to learn and grow, it seems incongruent to suggest that either a homosexual or a heterosexual lifestyle will get us into the heaven world. It is more likely that no matter what orientation you have, it is whether or not you are a loving and kind person (or couple) that will open heaven’s gates to you.  

One of the things we may never be able to measure is the suffering and pain that has been caused by people judging other people through ignorance and fear. Let us all do our part in creating a loving world that will have no place for such “mismeasures” and that in time such things will be only a dim memory of a barbaric past.

God Bless You All!            

